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Pennsylvania Mushroom Production
Up 2 Percent

HARRISBURG --- Pennsylvania growers led all states in production with 460 million pounds of
Agaricus mushrooms during the 2001-2002 season, up 2 percent from last year's production,
according to the Pennsylvania Agricultural Statistics Service. The Agaricus crop was valued at
390 million dollars, 9 percent more than the value of the 2000-2001 crop.

Pennsylvania growers supplied 55 percent of all Agaricus mushrooms grown in the U.S. Sales of
Pennsylvania Agaricus mushrooms accounted for 51 percent of the nation's fresh market sales
and 74 percent of processing sales.

Fresh market sales, at 353 million pounds, were up 3 percent from the 2000-2001 season.
Processing sales, at 106 million pounds, were down 3 percent. During the 2001-2002 season,
growers in Pennsylvania received an average of 95 cents per pound for fresh market sales and 51
cents per pound for sales to processors. Prices for mushrooms are the average prices that
producers receive at the point of first sale.

Nationally, production of Agaricus mushrooms totaled 851 million pounds, down 1 percent from
the previous season. Eighty-three percent of Agaricus mushrooms were sold in the fresh market
and 17 percent were sold for processing. In addition, 14.1 million pounds of specialty mushrooms
were produced during the 2001-2002 season, down 3 percent from last year. Specialty
mushrooms include Shiitake, Oyster, and all other specialty varieties. Virtually all specialty
mushrooms are sold fresh. Producers received an average price of $1.07 per pound for Agaricus
mushrooms and $2.77 per pound for specialty mushrooms, 27 cents or 9 percent less than last
year.



